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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 
Claims 


1-5 


Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims JL-5_ 
Claims 


Claims 
Claims 


1-5 


YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 


2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 


The claimed invention relates to a method for the feed of a 
mixture of cellulose chips and fluid from a low-pressure 
system to a high-pressure system. Pressurised liquor normally 
withdraw from 9 the digester or the impregnating vessel and 
passed to the recovery system, i.e. black liquor, is used for 
transporting the chips out of the high-pressure feeder. The 
ob^c? of the invention is to offer a method that reduces the 
amount of electric energy required for pumping the suspension 
of chips to the high-pressure system. 

Amended claims have been filed with the letter of 10 January 
S claim 1 is now limited to the passing of the previously 
pressurised liquor withdrawn from the high-pressure feeder 
directly to the recovery system. 

Of the documents cited in the International Search Report the 
most relevant are: 

Dl. WO 03062525 
D2. US 3802956 

The claimed invention defined in amended claim 1 differs from 
these documents in that the previously pressurised liquor 
withdrawn from the high-pressure feeder is passed directly to 
the recovery system. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed method. 
Therefore, the claimed invention is not obvious to a person 
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skilled in the art. and 
Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-5 is novel and 
la considered to involve an inventive step. The invention is 
industrially applicable. 


Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (April 2005) 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


\ INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

Box No. Vn Certain defects in the international application 


International application No. 
PCT/SE2004/001985 


The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 


The embodiment in figure 4 goes beyond the scope of the 
invention in amended claim 1. 
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